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The Governor’s Golden
Guardian Exercise

The annual Governor’s Golden Guardian Statewide
Exercise Series was first implemented by Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2004 and is managed by the
California Emergency Management Agency. The
purpose of Golden Guardian is to enhance the
emergency management readiness of regional and state
responders, including private sector and volunteer
organizations. The goal is to build upon the lessons
learned to improve California’s prevention, response
and recovery with all hazards, both manmade and
naturally occurring.  The exercise provides the
opportunity for first responders to respond to
catastrophic events and allows for the coordination of
mutual aid from a regional and state level. Golden
Guardian is currently the largest statewide exercise
program of its kind in the country.

Golden Guardian 2010, occurring mid-May, will focus
on port security throughout California. It has been
developed through a collaborative process with the goal
of exercising emergency response in a terrorist threat in
all three of California’s geographical regions: Coastal,
Inland and Southern. Participants include multiple
layers of responders utilizing regional, state and federal
resources.
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